Cost-effectiveness analysis of pharmaceuticals: its informational content and an example.
The importance of cost-effectiveness analysis within the health care sector will increase. This is due to changes in the health care sector where there is an emphasis on improving the efficiency. The changes will influence the incentive structure and, subsequently, the demand for reliable managerial information. Cost-effectiveness analysis of pharmaceuticals is a good example of the state-of-the-art of cost-effectiveness applied to health care. A study on the cost-effectiveness of prophylaxis against infection in total joint replacement is presented as an example of an economic evaluation of pharmaceuticals.